
The purposes of the organization shall be to provide an association for persons interested in 
the Poughkeepsie Public Library District; to promote the importance of the library as an infor-
mational and cultural force in the community; to develop a thorough understanding of the li-
brary's responsibilities, limitations, and difficulties; to make the public aware of the facilities of 
the library and to stimulate use of the library's services and resources; and to encourage sup-
port of the library through gifts and volunteer services. 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 
              By the time you receive this, my two-year 
term as president of the board 
will be over. It has been a joy to work with such 
enthusiastic and committed 
people  both my fellow board members and all of 
those who volunteered at 
our events. 
 
We have much to be proud of: in the last two 
years, our book sales continued 
to beat previous records, both for the number of 
material on sale and the 
amounts of money raised. We also made an effort 
to rejuvenate our programs, 
conducting a bus trip one year and offering a fasci-
nating lecture the next. 
I hope this initiative will continue. The Friends 
should be more than a 
money-raising organization. 
 
Thanks to all who have helped out. It has been a 
pleasure to serve. 
 
Reed Sparling 

HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS OF THE 
POUGHKEEPSIE PUBLIC LIBRARY 
DISTRICT 
The Friends’  organization developed from a small 
core of interested people who perceived a need for 
activism during a difficult time in the library’s his-
tory. After several attempts to form a group, several 
projects were implemented, and small successes were 
realized. An organizational meeting was held in No-
vember 1976. In 1977, the Friends’  bylaws were writ-
ten, officers were elected, and in 1978 the organiza-
tion incorporated. The group evolved slowly into a 
large and very active group today. 
 
From the early years on, we have assumed an active 
and always changing role to supplement and enhance 
the importance of the library in this community and 
look forward to the coming decades. 
 
The Friends try to connect the library with the Pough-
keepsie community. 
 

FRIENDS WEB SITE 
 
Visit the ‘Friends of the PPLD’ web site!  The friends have their own domain name and the site can 
be seen at www.poklibfriends.org.  Currently it contains: 

 
·      Information about the Friends 
·      A list of the Board of Directors (with e-mail addresses) 
·      A membership form that makes it easy to join the Friends and volunteer to help with their 

various activities in support of the Library. 
·      Descriptions of current and upcoming events, including book sales! 
·      Links to other related sites (such as the Library itself.)   

 
Visit our web site and consider becoming a member of the Friends and help us grow.  
 
The web site can also be reached accessing the library site at www.poklib.org  and clicking on 
“Friends”. 



A PICTURE  
IS WORTH 
MANY  
THOU-
SAND 
WORDS.... 

 
 

 The Arlington Branch Library at 504 Haight Avenue 
had it’ s grand reopening in January 2001. At that time, 
an oversized cardboard check from the Friends’  group 
was used to signify the amount the Friends donated 
toward the purchase of new furniture for the Chil-
dren’s Area. The “check”  was made of cardboard and 
began to curl and show it’s age, so in May 2004, the 
director of the Branch, Susan Polikoff, ordered a large 
sign from Sign Language in Fishkill. The sign compli-
ments and calls attention to the children’s room while 
acknowledging the Friends’  support and generosity. 
Please stop in to our branch library, admire our chil-
dren’s area, and enjoy browsing their large selection of 
popular books, videos, audio books, DVD’s, and, of 
course, children’s materials. 

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES 
Have fun, meet interesting people and improve the library: 

We need people to... 
 

Sort Books 

Our donations pour in, and we need help sorting them. In 2003, we had over 60,000 books, 
videos, CD's, records, rare books and audiocassettes for sale.  

 

Help at the September and December Book Sales 

We need people for setup, cleanup, and loading and unloading trucks full of boxes. We also 
need helpers at the sales, especially cashiers and people to assist the public. It's a lot of work 
to setup, sell books for many hours, and cleanup in five days!  

 

Attend and Help our Programs and Events 

 

Volunteer in the Poughkeepsie Public Library District 

We also need... 

 
Financial support - Please fill out the enrollment form to help the library and us. The library 
district has a serious need to expand their building and parking spaces to accommodate new 
books and increased use of the facilities. 
 
Book Donations -Please bring your contributions to the library's Children's Room entrance at 
93 Market Street. We do not accept magazines or textbooks published before 1997. If you 
need help, a custodian will help unload your car. If you want to contribute a large collection, 
or you have questions about the book sale, please contact our Booksale Coordinator or our 
Secretary. 



Annual Meeting  
on December 15, 2004.  
The FPPLD hosted its annual meeting at the Frank Van Zanten 
Auditorium, 105 Market Street on December 15.  James Bleecker 
was the  guest speaker.  James is a professional photographer 
whose photographs have appeared in Hudson Valley magazine and 
Wine Spectator, and are featured in several galleries around the 
Hudson Valley as well as in New York City and Connecticut.  To 
learn more about James Bleecker©s photography, please visit www.
jamesbleecker.com.   
 

Although he chooses photography as his medium, James Bleecker finds inspiration in 19th-century American 
landscape painting. 
  
Reinterpreting the painstaking methods of the Hudson River School artists, James sets up a large-format view 
camera and records several exposures of a scene over the course of an hour or more, capturing an array of light-
ing effects. Back in the studio, he digitally fuses elements from these exposures into an image that distills from 
many moments a sense of the epic. 
 
Printed with pigments on etching paper, James’s images appear to radiate from beneath the surface. With their 
undefined edges adding to an ethereal quality, his works explore new technical ground in pursuit of a restless, 
Romantic vision of the American landscape. 
 

NEWS FROM THE BOOKSORT ROOM 
 
 
 A dedicated and efficient group continues the task of sorting and packing 
the generous book donations that continue to pour in from our community. Even 
though the task of sorting many thousands of books can seem overwhelming, the 
growing mountain of boxes of sorted books is awesome and most satisfying.  Since 
the close of last year’s September sale a team of volunteers, mostly members of the 

Friends, has worked an average of two to three hours per week sorting and packing donated materials at the 
Friends’  rented work and storage space at 35 High Street.  The almost 4,000 square feet former ice house offers 
an easily accessible, well-lit space for the sorting, packing and storing about 50-60,000 books and media col-
lected for each book sale.  
 
The “BookSort”  operates five days per week, two hours each day, Monday through Friday from 10am till 
noon.  More volunteers are not only always welcome, but much needed.  
 
  For questions or help with large contributions contact our Booksale Coordinator at booksale@poklibfriends.org 
or at 473-1464. 
 



ANNUAL BOOK SALE 
The Friends Of The Pough-
keepsie Public Library District 
conducted its annual fall book 
sale from Friday, September 
10 through Tuesday, Septem-

ber 14. About $54,000 was raised. 
 
Again, as in recent years, the management of the 
South Hills Mall made its space available.  The 
South Hills Mall is located on Rt 9, north of the vil-
lage of Wappingers Falls.   
 
This year had been one of robust donations. This 
year the inventory exceeded 80,000 items, 20,000 
more than the record set last year.   
 
A blind auction was held on the first two days, 
which allowed viewers to bid on specially selected 
valuable and interesting items and collections.  
About $7,000 was raised. 
 
This money will be used to provide programs and 
services for Poughkeepsie Library District. 
See “  Friends of the PPLD Presents Classics for 
Kids”  below. 
 
The book sale fulfills still yet another function.  It 
provides an opportunity to circulate books among 
groups some of us would not have thought of.  The 
books have been used to create libraries on ships and 
provide an inexpensive library for home schooling 
groups.  Some of these books have been sold at our 
sale several times.  So read the books and bring 
them back. 

FRIENDS THANK ALL WHO MAKE SALES SUC-
CESSFUL 
The Friends gratefully acknowledge the following for 
their contributions to the success of previous sales: 
 
The management and staff of the South Hills Mall, for 
their generous contribution, year after year, of space 
where the sales can be conducted and for their helpful-
ness throughout the 2-week period required for setting 
up, conducting and ending each sale. 
 
The management and staff of Royal Car ting for provid-
ing a dumpster and removal of any unsold items, and of  
the Dutchess County Resource Recovery Agency for 
accepting and recycling them. 
 
The management and staff of Arnoff Moving and Stor -
age and of Precision Contractor  for providing trucks 
and workers to assist with the movement of books and 
equipment from the Friends’  storage facility to the South 
Hills Mall. 
 
Stop &  Shop and Pr ice Chopper  for donating bags. 
 
Adams Fairacre Farms, the source of thousands of 
cardboard boxes, accumulated throughout the many 
years the Friends have conducted booksales, for the stor-
age and transport of books. 
 
Stofa’s Tire &  Auto Service for maintaining the 
Friends’  handcarts in good repair. 
 
K.K. Signs &  Graphics for supporting the cost of road-
side advertising.    
 
The Poughkeepsie Journal, the Poughkeepsie Beat, the 
Southern Dutchess News, the Taconic Newspapers, 
the Dutchess County Tour ism Promotion Agency, and 
the region’s radio stations for the publicity they pro-
vide. 
 
The uncounted but many members of the community 
who, all year  long, br ing their  books and audio-visual 
donations to the Adr iance L ibrary Children’s Room 
entrance (which can be done any time the library is 
open), and to the library staff who answer questions and 
issue receipts enabling the donors claim tax deductions. 
 
And, finally, the hundreds of volunteers who sort and 
pack books throughout the year, and to all who help 
out with the sales. 
 
THANK YOU ALL!  



Book Sale Program Volunteers 

  
(Bold pr int indicates individual assisted dur ing the year  with sor ting and packing donations) 
Catharine Albanese, Pranay Angara, Luisa Astudillo, Betty Bakker , Bill Bakker, John Barden III, Kyle 
Barden, Wendy Barden, Fred Belec, Lee Belec, Peter  Bergamo, Laura Bertolozzi, Christie Billeci, Stacy Bing-
ham, Denise Brace, Adel Burke, Sharon Burke, Alison Camp, Ginny Campilii, Rachel Capone, Bar t Car l-
son, Ellie Charwat, Martin Charwat, Neal Chr istensen, Suzanne Chr istensen, Eric Clark, Liesje Cole, Anne 
Constantinople, Sharon Contelmo, Chr istine Cuttler , Gareth Davies, Eveline Dehn, Mary Desole, Ruth Det-
jen, Ted Detjen, Savitri Dorawala, Joseph Drozenski, Pauline Drozenski, Mary Kay Ebbers (and Michael, 
Maribeth and Matthew), Edward L. Freer, Vivian Erdreich, Charlene Fertig, Ginger Fisher, Nancy Foster,  Jim 
Furman, Joan Furman, Gayle Gar in, M ichael George, Mary Gesek, Lucille Gifford, Brenda Goldstein, Pe-
ter Gorst, Clare Graham, Jim Haggett, Tina Haggett, M ike Hancock, Marie Hare, Judy Harkavy, Barbara Hay-
mann-Diaz, Garritt Hayward, Karen Heron, Barbara Hespenheide, Er ich Hespenheide, Bruce Hill, Susan 
Hill, Bob Hojnacki, Jean Hojnacki, Allison Holmberg, Deb Horowitz, Henry Horowitz, Janet Huen, Duane 
Hutton, Gae Hutton, Louise Im, Sam Im, Carol Jarvis, Elizabeth Joslyn, Theresa Kerin, Jackie K lein, Enza 
Lawrence, Tom Lawrence, Al Levy, Lynn Levy, Audrey Lieberman, Elena McHerron, Melina Makris, Marie 
Marsh, Ollie Marsh, Joy Matusiewicz, I lona M iller , Kate Mitchell, Lillian Moerschell, James Monteith, Myra 
Morales, Lauren Muffs, Michael Muffs, Michell Muir, Kurt Muller, Mark Nelson, Nancy Nguyen, Maria Oldi-
ges, Jessica Paden, Lucy Pasquarelli, Chad Patterson, Skip Patterson, Laura Pilkington, Ann Pinna, Dick 
Placke, Susan Polikoff,  Joanne Polivka, Ray Polivka, Arthur Punsoni, Rebecca Punsoni, Sarah Rahman, Ber-
nice Regunberg, Joanne Rein, Louise Rivers, Stephen Roman, Hans Rottman, Judy Rubinstein, Charles 
Ruffing, Pearl Saka, Virginia Saunders, Dora Schisler , Lorraine Scott, Shirley Scott, Tammy Scotti (and Caitie 
and Jordan), Mildred Segall, Don Segall, Lisa Sheets-Archibold, Cynthia Shuttleton, Helen Shuttleton, Peggy 
Sisselman, Kathleen Skwish, Mary Solomon, Murray Solomon, Hilary Sparling, Reed Sparling, Thelma Starr, 
Mar lene Straus, Er ic Straus, Jim Stuart, Noel Tepper,  Elias Toplansky, Irma Toplansky, Norman Torney,  
Suzanne Turetzky, Barbara Van Itallie, Phil Van Itallie, Frank Van Zanten, Lois Van Zanten, Eleanor Veltre, 
Jean Wendover, Hilda Whitaker, Beth Zambito, Ruth Zoodsma.  (Aplogies to anyone who helped but whose name was 
omitted from the above.)  

 



The Biava Quar tet per formed 
on  October  2.  
The Biava Quartet is named for 
the respected conductor and men-
tor, Maestro Luis Biava of the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, and per-
forms regular outreach concerts 
with the intent to inspire and edu-
cate audiences of all ages.  Come 
listen to the awesome foursome 
who won the 2003 Naumburg 
Chamber Music Award:  Austin 

Hartman, violin; Hyunsu Ko, violin; Mary Persin, viola; 

Fr iends of the PPLD Presents Classics for  K ids 
 
The Fr iends of the Poughkeepsie Public L ibrary Distr ict in collaboration with the Howland Cultural 
Center  in Beacon is offer ing children and their  families a free classical concer t ser ies for  the 2004-2005 
school year . 
The events are held in Poughkeepsie at 1:30 at the Frank Van Zanten Auditor ium, 105 Market Street. 
The same events on the same days are held in Beacon at 4:00 p.m. at the Howland Cultural Center , Main 
&  Tioronda. 

John Ferrar i percussionist 
per formed on  November  6. 
John Ferrari is an active drum-
mer, percussionist, conductor 
and teacher in the New York 
area. Mr. Ferrari’s teachers 
have included Ray DesRoches, 

Richard Horowitz, Sonny Igoe, Gary Chester and Marvin 
"Smitty" Smith.  

He is a member of New Millenium, a new music ensem-
ble which has released two discs on the Koch label. He 
also appears regularly with the Composers Guild of New 
Jersey Chamber Players, the composers© ensembles of 
Princeton and Columbia Universities, and the New Jer-
sey Percussion Ensemble, under whose auspices he has 
performed with the Chamber Music Society of Lincoln 
Center and the San Francisco Symphony. He has been a 
guest artist of the Group for Contemporary Music, 
Amara, and Cygnus.  

As a conductor, he has premiered works by Jay Gach and 
Kamran Ince in New York. Mr. Ferrari is active in virtu-
ally all genres, appearing with orchestras, jazz and pop 
groups, and in the pits of Broadway theaters.  

He has recorded for Channel Classics, CRI, CGNJ, Cen-
taur, and Koch records. 

Car los and Gisele Revollar , 
Flamenco dance and guitar  are 
scheduled for  March 12th, 
2005. 

 Backround Information: Carlos 
Revollar studied Classical and 
Flamenco guitar with Dennis 
Koster, Arturo Martinez, Luis 
Heredia, and ©Canito© Suarez, 
Manuel Perez. 

He has performed with many dance companies: 
Danzas Espanolas, Carlota Santana©s Flamenco 
Vivo, Eva Lucena©s Alborada Spanish Dance Co., 
Maria Loreta©s Sol Y Sombra, La Conja©s Mimbre y 
Vareta, Sandra Rivera©s Omega Dance Co., Tito and 
Anna Rubio, Elena La Comadre©s Arte Flamenco, 
Flamenco Latino, Val Ramos Ensemble, and his 
own Fiesta Flamenca to name a few.  
 
Accompaniment includes dancers and singers: 
Elena Andujar, Antonio Vizzaraga, Silverio Here-
dia, Cristo Cortes, Jose Fernandez (Granada), La 
China, Olympia Estrella, Jesus de Utrera, Concha 
Vargas, Nelida Tirado, Omayra Amaya, La Re-
pompa De Malaga, Luis Montero, Antonio Vargas, 
Luis Vargas, Paco Ortiz, Domingo Alvarado, Yloy 
Ybarra, Gloria de Jerez, and Gisele Revollar to 
name a few. 

Theatre includes: Two River Theatre Company©s 
production of Frederico Garcia Lorca©s Blood Wed-
ding with Noche Flamenca©s Martin Santangelo, Shi-
geko Suga©s Production of Satoba Komachi in the La 
Mama Theatre in New York City. 

 



Soyeon Lee pianist will 
be playing on  Apr il 9th, 

2005. 

Born in Seoul, Korea, 22 
year-old pianist Soyeon 
Lee is a two-time win-
ner of the Gina 
Bachauer International 
Piano Competition at 
The Juilliard School, 
having also received the 

prize last year as well. In Piano Competition, 
Ms. Lee has been winner of numerous piano 
competitions that include the Nena Wideman 
Piano Competition, the Grace Welsh Prize, 
the Kingsville International Piano Concerto 
Competition, as well as the concerto competi-
tions at Music Academy of the West and at 
Juilliard. addition to the Gina Bachauer Inter-
national  

 

EVENTS and PROGRAMS 
December 3 – 5    Holiday Book Sale  
              South Hills Mall  
1895 South Road Route 9 
December 6          Mystery Book Discussion 
(see article)          Arlington Branch Library, 504 Haight Avenue. 
December 15        Friends’  Annual Meeting James Bleecker, photographer & speaker 
http://jamesbleecker.com   Frank Van Zanten Auditorium1 
 
March 12, 2005    Carlos and Gisele Revollar, Flamenco dance and guitar*            1:30 p.m. Frank Van Zanten Auditorium1 
4:00 p.m. Howland Cultural Center2 

April 9, 2005        Classics for Kids Concert*  
Soyeon Lee, pianist            1:30 p.m. Frank Van Zanten Auditorium1 
4:00 p.m. Howland Cultural Center2 

 

*  Events that are run by the library employees and funded by the Fr iends. 
1) 105 Market Street, Poughkeepse 
2)  Main & Tioronda, Beacon 



MYSTERY  MONDAYS 
 

The Friends of the PPLD sponsored its first mystery discussion on December 6, 2004, by dis-
cussing Reflecting the Sky by S. J. Rozan. In January, February, and March, three more books 
will be discussed in the theme “Small Town Murder.”  Hosted by the Friends’  on the last Mon-
day of each month,the discussions will be offered twice a day at the Arlington Branch Library, 
506 Haight Avenue, Poughkeepsie. The discussions are free and led by Eleanor Charwat, 
PPLD trustee and Suzanne Christensen, Friends Board member. Pre-registration is required by 
using the library district’s Cyber Calendar at http://poklib.org, or by asking your local librar-
ian to register you. 
Register for either the 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. discussion or the 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. dis-
cussion. 
 
On January 31, we will discuss A Cold Day in Paradise by Steve Hamilton, winner of the Best 
First Private Eye Novel of 1997, and the 1999 Shamus and Edgar Awards. Former Detroit po-
lice office Alec McKnight moves to a hunting camp on Lake Superior, where two friends hire 
him to find out who killed two local bookies. Publisher’s Weekly described it as a mystery 
with “ ...clear, crisp writing, wily, colorful characters, and an offbeat locale...”  
 
On February 28, Ragman’s Memory by Archer Mayor will be discussed. Brattleboro Ver-
mont, police Lieutenant Joe Gunther and his detectives investigate five cases, including the 
murders of a teenager, a vagrant, and a nursing home patient. Booklist says it “ features at least 
a dozen wonderfully complex characters ...and offers a fascinating look at the mean streets of 
a small New England city.”  
 
On March 28, we’ ll discuss Slow Dollar, set in Colleton County, North Carolina. During the 
Harvest Festival, Judge Deborah Knott is stunned to discover that Brazos Hartley, murdered 
by being stomped on the Midway, and his mouth stuffed with quarters, was her great-nephew.  
Publisher’s Weekly discribes Maron as “” ...One of the most seamless Southern authors since 
Margaret Mitchell...”  



Gayle Garin is a com-
munity outreach special-
ist for the local chapter 
of the Alzheimer©s Asso-
ciation.  She is active in 
local community and 
political efforts. A 
graduate of Barnard Col-
lege, Columbia Univer-
sity she has done post-
graduate work at the 
State University of New 

York, New Paltz, and Marist. 
 
With a breadth of work experience, from teaching ele-
mentary school to newspaper reporting, she©s always 
come back to "pushing" books.  Years ago, new to the 
area as a young mother of three boys, she found Adri-
ance Library a friendly and enlightening environment 
for respite. 
Gale enjoys here pets, reading, and baking.  Her hus-
band, Nick, is an assistant attorney general for New 
York State. 

 

NORMA TORNEY 
 
6 Hewlett Road, Pough-
keepsie, NY 12603-4604 
Cell: 845-242-7305, Office: 
845-437-5670 
notorney@vassar.edu 
 
HOME is Hawaii. 
 
Education: Bachelor of 
Arts, Major: English Litera-
ture, Minors: Philosophy, 
Education, Spanish 
Other: Nursing 
Graduate Studies: Com-
parative Literature; Infor-

mation Sciences; Business Analysis & Statistics 
Job: History Department administrator, Vassar College; 
Freelance editor; occasional tutor of American culture 
and conversational English to foreign professionals on 
temporary assignments in the U.S. 
 
Family: one son at home, graduate of Vassar College 
 
Interests: Primary interest at the moment: currently revis-
ing screenplay adaptation of the book, Miracle at 
Monaco: the Legend of Chapeau Noir; tennis & squash; 
piano and organ; belly dancing and ballroom dancing 

 

Frank    Van Zanten 
Born in The Nether-
lands in 1932 and emi-
grated with parents to 
the US (Washington 
State) following World 
War II.  Studies at a 
Dutch horticultural 
school and at the U. of 
Michigan led to gar-
dening as a lifetime 
hobby and librarianship 

as a career.  Married to Lois Holkeboer; 3 daughters 
and 4 grandchildren.  After retirement from the Mid-
Hudson Library System became active in the 
Friends of PPLD.  

 


