The Poughkeepsie Public Library District
-Fall-2006-

Donald Westlake will speak at the Annual M eeting

The public isinvited the Friends annua meeting on Wednesday, December 13, 2006, in the amid-
Hudson Library System Auditorium, 105 Market Street (next door to the Adriance Memoria Li-
brary).

A brief business meeting will begin at 6:00 pm.

Wednesday, December 13
7:00 pm, The Auditorium
105 Market St., Poughkeepsie

Suggested Donation: $10
Wine, cheese & desserts served
Snow Date: Wednesday, Dec. 20

An Evening with Mystery Writer

Donald Westlake

For histwelve novels featuring the hapless crook John Dortmunder, Donald E. Westlake has
earned the reputation asthe reigning king of the comic caper. That reputation was confirmed with
Dortmunder’ sappearance in “ The Road to Ruin,” published in 2004. “ Ingenuity fud stheplot,
but what puts the match to the comedy isthemoral outrage of the furiously funny characters,”
wrote Marilyn Sasio in The New York Times Book Review. Westlake isa Grand Master of the
Mystery Writers of America, a three-time Edgar winner and an Academy Award nominee for his
screenplay of “ The Grifters.” Hehaswritten over 70 novel sunder his own name and pseudonyms,
including Richard Stark.

Mr. Westlake will be signing copies of Watch Your Back! and Ask the Parrot by Richard
Sark, one of hispseudonyms. Copi es of the books will be available for purchase.




PRESIDENT SLETTER

Summary of the Year 2006

ADVOCACY
eInitiate the first joint PPLD Board - Friends Board meeting.

*Advocated on behalf of the PPLD for the November vote on Adriance renovations.

*Volunteered at more community events to grow membership -
Kiwanis fair, the Arlington Street Fair, IBM OnDemand.

*Co-sponsored the cost of abus to Albany for Library Lobby Day.

*Attended system wide events sponsored by the library system. These events helped us
share what we do with others, and stimulated us to do more.

PROGRAMS
*Sponsor author, Donald Westlake, at our Annual Meeting, on Wednesday, December 13.

*Celebrated National Library Week by listening to students from the Culinary Institute read
books about food to children. Then we got to sample the food!

*Sponsored a bus trip to Greenwich village.
*Sponsored Mystery Monday, the last Monday of every month.

FUND-RAISING
*The Friends donated $25,000 towards a larger parking areawith a garden and benches.

*Held the largest booksale in our history and one of the largest in the Northeastern States.
128,000 books on sale raised about $65,000.

*Raised $24,000 during the library’ s Annual Appeal.

*A Holiday Sale in December 2005 of new and nearly new books at L ocust Grove Historic
Estate. raised $6,000 and our Holiday spirits.

CONTINUING GOALS:

*Finding a suitable warehouse for sorting books.

«Continue holding our booksales.

*Examine establishing a bookstore and begin Internet booksales.
*Coordinating joint meetings with the PPLD Board of Trustees.
*Growing our membership.

*Sponsoring more author visits and programs in 2007.

BEST PART OF 2006:
*Working with our Board members and volunteers.

WORST PART OF 2006
«Sorting books in an unheated warehouse in the winter!!




MYSTERY MONDAYS

The Friends of the PPLD will continue its mystery discussions on October 30. All discussions will be led by
Eleanor Charwat, PPLD Trustee, and Suzanne Christensen, Friends of the PPLD President.. Thereis no charge.
http://poklib.org. NORMALLY, WE WILL HAVE THEM ON THE LAST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH,
BUT PLEASE NOTE THAT THE LAST MONDAY OF DECEMBER ISA HOLIDAY, SO WE WILL
MEET DECEMBER 11 INSTEAD.

Thisfall, we'll begin discussing three books with the theme “ M urder Down Under.” Our theme during these
three months will be mysteries set in Australian, by Australian mystery authors. These authors are very popular in
Australia, but relatively unknown in the United States. The discussions will be offered at the Arlington Branch
Library, 506 Haight Avenue, Poughkeepsie from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

On October 30, we'll discuss Bleak Spring by Jon Cleary. Inspector Scobie Malone of the Sydney PD isin charge
of investigating the murder of Will Rockne, a suburban lawyer shot to death in a parking lot. Olive, his flighty
widow, seems calm until informed the dead man’s office safe contains $5 million. And that’ s just the beginning...
Kidnaping, extortion, and two more murders keep Scobie and his team busy as they sort out the puzzle. Publisher’s
Weekly saysthisis®...first rate storytelling.” Kirkus Review says*“A steadily absorbing plot with some
untraditional facets, a clutch of well-drawn characters, and a detective who continues to be warm, intelligent, and
unsmug make Bleak Spring one of Cleary’s best.” Library Journal says Cleary “...offers his usual provocative,
suspenseful, clever story, with intriguing characters, wry humor, fine writing, and afull-ahead plot. ...Cleary is one
of the most entertaining writers in the genre today.”

On November 27, The Dragon Man by Garry Disher will be discussed. A killer is targeting women on the
Peninsula, south of Melbourne. When alocal reporter receives aletter alluding to a second victim'’s death,
Detective Inspector Hal Challistakes charge of the investigation. Challis, who survived a murder attempt by his
wife, is one of several police employees with complex problems, including public resentment of a hard-nosed
constable, an investigator who trades drugs for an affair, and an idealistic constable recovering from a nervous
breakdown. Other minor crimes including arson, burglary, and drug abuse. Library Journal says this has
“fascinating subplots... and callsit a“ new award-winning Australian series....” Publisher’s Weekly says*“...Disher
delivers an intelligent, atmospheric police procedural...” _Kirkus Review saysit has“...fully formed characters and
wall-to-wall mysteries... Thisis Disher’sdebut, and it doesn’t read like one.”

On December 11, we will celebrate our second successful year with aMystery Monday Holiday Celebration.
Punch and cookies will be served. Bring your favorite mysteries and share with others. Come and enjoy the
company of other booklovers as we discuss our favorite mysteries. Please drop in even if you aren’t a diehard
mystery fan. All are welcome.

11:00a.m. - Noon, Arlington Branch Library, 506 Haight Avenue, Poughkeepsie.
Please check our website throughout the year. http://poklibfriends.org You'll find information on our meetings,

how to join, how to volunteer, where to donate books, and dates and hours for our Annual September Booksale, and
our Holiday Sale in December.



The Friends Annual Appeal
Teensand the Library

This year's appea will focus on programs and facilities for teens, a crucia age group in our community.

In anationwide survey conducted earlier this year, 72% or respondents agreed that providing a safe place for
teenagers “should be a high priority for my community.” However, only 13% of respondents felt that their
community did a good job of providing such aspace. When asked if this should be a priority for their local
library, 74% said yes.

So let’sdoit! Let's help create a safe and stimulating area of thelibrary where teens can gather to read, at-
tend educational programs, and hold discussion groups. Let’s make the library a popular destination for
Poughkeepsi€' steens.

The Library District has a new, enthusiastic, experienced staff member who isresponsible for teen program-
ming. Angela Panzer worked as an educator for the Mid-Hudson Children’s Museum where she worked
closely with high school students. With four children in Poughkeepsie schools, sheisvery aware of the need
for programs and activities for teens.

However, Angelafaces severa challenges. “ The biggest limitation is space to hold teen programs or even a
teen corner for young adults. Presently when any teens cometo thelibrary, they are too old for the children’s
room so they are put into the reference room with the adults. All of the teen materials are scattered through-
out the library making it difficult for the teensto find them, as opposed to the children’ sroom that hastheir
books, magazines, books on tape, DVDs and computers al in the same room. Theteensreally need a space
of their own at thelibrary. Without that, teenswill not feel welcomed at the library and will not useitsfacili-
ties”

Look for our mailing in early December when we launch the Annua Appeal — and please give generously to
improvethe Library District’ s ahility to serve thisimportant age group.

FRIENDS WEB SITE

Visit the ‘Friends of the PPLD’ web site! The friends have their own domain name and the site can
be seen at www.poklibfriends.org. Currently it contains:

Information about the Friends

A list of the Board of Directors (with e-mail addresses)

A membership form that makes it easy to join the Friends and volunteer to help with their
various activities in support of the Library.

Descriptions of current and upcoming events, including book sales!

Links to other related sites (such as the Library itself.)

Visit our web site and consider becoming a member of the Friends and help us grow.

The web site can also be reached accessing the library site at www.poklib.org and clicking on
“Friends”.

UPCOMING EVENTS

March (date to be determined) Volunteer Orientation for New Volunteers

March — June: Film series. “ The Juliet — Poughkeepsie’ s Other Theater” with Peter Bergamo, alongtime
Juliet employee and one of our Board members.




Friends of the Poughkeepsie Public Library District

SAMUEL F. B. MORSE HISTORIC SITE
ROUTE 9 (2683 SOUTH ROAD)

POUGHKEEPSIE
2.5 MILES SOUTH OF THE MID-HUDSON BRIDGE
11 MILES NORTH OF 1-84

FRIDAY DEC.1 10 A.M. - 8 P.M.
SATURDAY DEC. 2 10 A.M. -5 P.M.
SUNDAY DEC. 3 10 A.M. -5 P.M.

NO ADMISSION CHARGE
ALL ITEMS GIFT QUALITY

NEW OR NEARLY NEW BOOKS AND MEDIA
MOST PRICES $4.00 OR LESS

FOR MORE INFORMATION: poklibfriends.org, or 845-473-1464

Proceeds benefit the Poughkeepsie Public Library District



THANK YOU, OUTGING FRIENDS BOARD MEMBERS:
Thanks you for your service on the Friends Board of Directorsin 2006:
Sue Brooke, Ruth Detjen, Gayle Garin, John Glasse, Susan Hackett, Fred Schaeffer

You all helped the organization grow and improve, and we are sorry to see you leave.

BIG SALE ... BIGNUMBERS

Hundreds of volunteers working all year long.

Thousands of donors, bringing in their books amost every day.

128,000 items for sale in the 45,000 sg. ft. former Media Play store at the South Hills Mall.
Thousands of buyers, many of them coming from great distances.

Bottom line: $66,000 in sales which, after expenses for rent, moving and supplies leaves
the Friends $54,000 with which to support the library’ s programs.

BIG THANKS o all of the many, many individuals who contributed their time, their en-
ergy and their ideas to make the 2006 Book Sale a huge success and the biggest in the his-
tory of the PPLD Friends.

GREENWICH VILLAGE BUSTRIP

On abeautiful day in October, 31 people went on awalking trip of Greenwich Village. Led
by Frank Kieck and Suzanne Christensen, participants saw the Women' s House of Deten-
tion, Rex Stout’ s home, Norman Mailer’ s apartment where he stabbed his wife, the resur-
rected house blown up by the Weathermen in 1970, the site of the Christopher Street Gay
Riotsin 1969, the church President Polk eloped to in 1844, Eleanor Roosevelt’ s summer
home, Walt Whitman’ s home, Mark Twain’ s residence, Washington Square, the site where
Rear Window was filmed, and much, much more. Everyone enjoyed themselves, and the
Friends will sponsor the bus trip again in 2007.

FRIENDS OF LIBRARY PL EDGE $250,000

On Monday October 30, the Friends of Poughkeepsie Public Library District (FPPLD) announced a pledge of
$250,000 to befulfilled over afive-year period in support of the expansion of the Library District’s programs
and services. “ Through the years, the Friends have made a huge contribution to our ahility to offer awide
variety of programs and services,” Tom Lawrence, Executive Director of the Library District said, “and this
latest pledge ensures that we will continue to expand and improve the ways in which we serve the commu-
nity.”




Nomineesfor Friends Board of Directors.

At the Annua Meeting on December 13, the Nominating Committee will present the following nominations:

Suzanne Gillespie

After growing up in New Jersey Suzanne moved to Poughkeepsie in 1979 and became Corporate Secretary for Poughkeepsie Sav-
ings Bank. In 1998, she followed her passion for gardening and enrolled in the School of Professional Horticulture program a The
New York Botanica Garden, followed by professiona work as an estate horticulturist. Now that she is retired, she enjoys volun-
teering with the F. W. Vanderbilt Garden Association and the Friends of the PPLD, as part of its book-sorting effort and sales. In
addition to gardening, Suzanne enjoys swimming at the JCC, taking Life Extension courses, seeing opera and films and doing lots
of reading.

Larry Hughes

Larry Hughes is a native of Queens who relocated to the Hudson Valley in 1968 to write the final draft of a book. Following publi-
cation, he worked in loca radio news, areporter and editor for the Poughkeepsie Journal, a host of a weekday radio interview and
cal-in show, and a weekday news program.

After leaving the Journa in August 1999, he did aweekday morning talk show. He iscurrently at Saint Francis Hospital asits Pub-
lic Relations Coordinator and continues to write a bi-weekly column and occasiond feature stories for the Journal. He currently
hosts atwo-hour Saturday morning talk and interview show and the “ Saint Francis Hospital Good Health” on Fridays.

Margaret Oettle

A native of Connecticut, Margaret has lived in the Hudson Valley for forty years. Shereceived her BA from the University of Con-
necticut, and an MSin community mental health counseling from Long Island University. Since retiring from the position of Chief
of Service after atwenty-six year career with the NY State Office of Mental Health, Margaret has enjoyed traveling to Asia and
Europe, especialy to Germany to spend time with family. Sheis active in local volunteer programs. The American Heart Associa-
tion, Hands On! The Hudson Valey (NY S certified ombudsman), Literacy Connections (English as a Second Language tutor), and
the Hudson River Psychiatric Center Community Advisory Board.

Terri O'Shea

A native of Poughkeepsie, Terri graduated from Mt. Carmel Elementary School and Poughkeepsie High School. She
then went on to graduate from Dutchess Community College and Vassar College where she earned aBA in American
History.

After raising the coupl€e's five children, Terri went to work at Vassar College as Assistant Curator of Slidesinthe Art
Department. Three years later she was hired as Associate Director of Classes for the Alumnage/i Association of Vassar
College, which meant that shewas in charge of Vassar’s Class Reunions. In 1996 she was promoted to Executive Direc-
tor of AAVC, apost she held until her retirement in 2000.

Terri is an active volunteer for United Way and the annua Friends of the PPLD book sale.

Ray Polivka

Ray isaretired IBMer who has hel ped the Friends by working many, many hours at every booksale, a the street fairs, and at the
IBM ON Demand tablefor Friends. This year, Ray attended the MHL S events for the Friends. Ray is arecognized expert inthe
filed of APL, acomputer language, and has written severa books, including the recognized standard in thefield. He has a PhD from
University of lllinois and worked for IBM for many years before he retired.

Rocco A. Staino

Rocco livesin the City of Poughkeepsie and for the past thirty years Rocco has been actively involved with libraries, school library
mediaand educationa technology on thelocal, state and national levels. He has worked with fellow educators, administrators and
publishersin developing opportunitiesto make children information literate and life long learners.

Heis Director of the Library Media Program, Keefe Library, at the North Salem Centra School District, where he helps develop
curriculum and budget to meet the instructional needs of the students and the school community.

He has a so served as Director of Adult Education at the North Central School District, Director, Ulster County BOCES School Li-
brary System, and Library Media Specialist, Marlboro Central School District.




Yes, | want to Volunteer:

___Help Sort Books

___Help at the Book Sales
___Help our Programs and Events
___Help make phone calls

Yes, | would like to become a member of the
FRIENDSOF THE PPLD

membership $10 Please send form to
___added contribution $15, $20, $25, $ Friends of PPLD
total Amount $ P.O. Box 4924

Poughkeepsie, NY 12602

Name:

Address:

City: Sate: Zip:

Phone: Email:




