The purposes of the organization shall be to provide an association for persons interested in
the Poughkeepsie Public Library District; to promote the importance of the library as an infor-
mational and cultural force in the community; to develop a thorough understanding of the li-
brary's responsibilities, limitations, and difficulties; to make the public aware of the facilities of
the library and to stimulate use of the library's services and resources; and to encourage sup-
port of the library through gifts and volunteer services.

PRESDENT SLETTER

If you had told me afew years ago that | would be
the President of the “Friends of the Poughkeepsie
Library District”, | would have looked at you in
amazement. At that time, | was employed full-time
at Adriance Memorial Library as areference librar-
ian, and had worked there for many years. Before |
left, | volunteered during my one morning off to
help sort books for the Booksale. As alongtime
booklover, | began to spend more time involved
with the booksale. Eventually | was asked to join
the Board of Directors.

As anative of Dutchess County, I’m a strong sup-
porter of the Hudson Valley. Asalibrarian, |
strongly support literacy and library servicesto al.
I’ve worked as a school librarian, college librarian,
and in several public libraries, but my greatest love
isthe public library.

Asthe new President of the Friends, | hope we can
increase the number of members, continue to offer
more quality programs, and advocate aggressively
for stronger funding for libraries at the state and
federal levels. If you believe in good library ser-
vice and want to help us, please join us at poklib-
friends.org

I'd like to thank our outgoing president, Reed
Sparling, for the excellent job he did leading the
Friends’ group during the past two years. | hope to
live up to the examples set by Reed and his prede-
CESSors.

| need everyone's help to get through the next
year. |'m open to suggestions, and new, fresh ideas
are always welcome.

Suzanne Christensen

HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS OF THE
POUGHKEEPSIE PUBLIC LIBRARY

DISTRICT

The Friends' organization developed from a small
core of interested people who perceived a need for
activism during a difficult timein the library’s his-
tory. After several attemptsto form a group, several
projects were implemented, and small successes were
realized. An organizational meeting was held in No-
vember 1976. In 1977, the Friends’ bylaws were writ-
ten, officers were elected, and in 1978 the organiza-
tion incorporated. The group evolved slowly into a
large and very active group today.

From the early years on, we have assumed an active
and always changing role to supplement and enhance
the importance of the library in this community and
look forward to the coming decades.

The Friends try to connect the library with the Pough-
keepsie community.

FRIENDS WEB SITE

Visit the ‘Friends of the PPLD’ web site! The
friends have their own domain name and the site
can be seen at www.poklibfriends.org. Currently
it contains:

Information about the Friends

A list of the Board of Directors (with e-
mail addresses)

A membership form that makes it easy to
join the Friends and volunteer to help
with their various activities in support of

the Library.

Descriptions of current and upcoming
events, including book sales!

Links to other related sites (such as the
Library itself.)

Visit our web site and consider becoming a mem-
ber of the Friends and help us grow.

The web site can also be reached accessing the
library site at www.poklib.org and clicking on
“Friends”.




The Arlington Branch Library at 504 Haight Avenue
A PICTURE had it’'s grand reopening in January 2001. At that time,
ISWORTH  anoversized cardboard check from the Friends group

MANY was used to signify the amount the Friends donated
toward the purchase of new furniture for the Chil-
THOU- dren’s Area. The “check” was made of cardboard and
SAND began to curl and show it’s age, so in May 2004, the
director of the Branch, Susan Polikoff, ordered alarge
WORDS.... sign from Sign Language in Fishkill. The sign compli-

ments and calls attention to the children’s room while
acknowledging the Friends' support and generosity.
Please stop in to our branch library, admire our chil-
dren’s area, and enjoy browsing their large selection of
popular books, videos, audio books, DVD’s, and, of
course, children’s materials.

VOLUNTEER ACTIVITIES

Have fun, meet interesting people and improve the library:

We need people to...

Sort Books

Our donations pour in, and we need help sorting them. In 2003, we had over 60,000 books,
videos, CD's, records, rare books and audiocassettes for sale.

Help at the September and December Book Sales
We need people for setup, cleanup, and loading and unloading trucks full of boxes. We also

need helpers at the sales, especially cashiers and people to assist the public. It's a lot of work
to setup, sell books for many hours, and cleanup in five days!

Attend and Help our Programs and Events

Volunteer in the Poughkeepsie Public Library District

We also need...

Financial support - Please fill out the enrollment form to help the library and us. The library
district has a serious need to expand their building and parking spaces to accommodate new
books and increased use of the facilities.

Book Donations -Please bring your contributions to the library's Children's Room entrance at
93 Market Street. We do not accept magazines or textbooks published before 1997. If you
need help, a custodian will help unload your car. If you want to contribute a large collection,
or you have questions about the book sale, please contact our Booksale Coordinator or our
Secretary.




ANNUAL MEETING

On December 15, 2004 the FPPLD hosted their annual meeting. After offering many thanks to our
outgoing board members and welcoming our new members, we were treated to aslide talk by
photographer James Bleecker. Although he chooses photography as his medium, James Bleecker
findsinspiration in 19th century American landscape painting. Reinterpreting the painstaking
methods of the Hudson River School artists, James showed our audience how he sets up alarge-
format view camera and records several exposures of a scene over the course of an hour or more,
capturing an array of lighting effects. James explained how he then digitally fuses selected ele-
ments from the exposures into an image that distills from many moments a sense of the epic. Fol-
lowing the slide talk, Friends had the pleasure of browsing through Mr. Bleecker®portfolio.

NEWS FROM THE BOOKSORT ROOM

A dedicated and efficient group continues the task of sorting and packing

the generous book donations that continue to pour in from our community. Even
though the task of sorting many thousands of books can seem overwhelming, the
growing mountain of boxes of sorted books is awesome and most satisfying. Since
the close of last year’s September sale ateam of volunteers, mostly members of the
Friends, has worked an average of two to three hours per week sorting and packing
donated materials at the Friends' rented work and storage space at 35 High

Street. The almost 4,000 square feet former ice house offers an easily accessible,

well-lit space for the sorting, packing and storing about 50-60,000 books and media
collected for each book sale.

The “BookSort” operates five days per week, two hours each day, Monday through Friday from 10am till
noon. More volunteers are not only always welcome, but much needed.

For questions or help with large contributions contact our Booksale Coordinator at booksale@poklibfriends.org
or at 473-1464.

Holiday Book Sale

The sale that almost wasn't.

With only 27 hours left till the scheduled opening of the 3-day Holiday Sale (December 3-5) and with all of the 4,000 + books
fully set up and displayed, complete with signs and cashiers' stations, technical problems required that the entire operation be
moved to a different part of the South Hills Mall. Responding to an emergency call for help, two dozen volunteers were at the
mall at 7am and managed to move all the tables, portable shelves and books down the mall’ s central corridor before stores opened
at 10am. Other volunteers spent the day again setting up for the sale.

All proceeds, about $10,000 (a new record for a Holiday Sale), will benefit the Poughkeepsie Public Library District.

In preparation for future sales, the Friends solicit books, phonograph records, videos, DVDs and CDs. Donations may be brought
to the Adriance library during all business hours. And as always, more helpers are needed ... 5 mornings a week, 10am till noon,
... to sort and pack the donations. For assistance with moving donations, or to sign up for help, or for more information, contact
Frank Van Zanten at booksale@poklibfriends.org or 473-1464.



Friends of the PPLD Presents Classics for Kids

The Friends of the Poughkeepsie Public Library District in collaboration with the Howland Cultural
Center in Beacon is offering children and their familiesa free classical concert seriesfor the 2004-2005
school year.

Theeventsare held in Poughkeepsie at 1:30 at the Frank Van Zanten Auditorium, 105 M arket Street.
The same events on the same days are held in Beacon at 4:00 p.m. at the Howland Cultural Center, Main
& Tioronda.

Carlos and Gisele Revollar,

Flamenco dance and guitar are Soyeon L ee pianist will
scheduled for March 12", be playing on April 9™
2005. 2005.
Backround Information: Carlos Born in Seoul, Korea, 22
Revollar studied Classical and year-old pianist Soyeon
Flamenco guitar with Dennis L eeis atwo-time winner
Koster, Arturo Martinez, Luis of the Gina Bachauer In-
Heredia, and @anitoCuarez, ternational Piano Compe-
Manuel Perez. tition at The Juilliard
He has performed with many dance companies: School, having also re-
Danzas Espanolas, Carlota Santana® Flamenco ceived the prize last year
Vivo, Eva Lucena® Alborada Spanish Dance Co., aswell. In Piano Competition, Ms. Lee has
MariaLoreta®Sol Y Sombra, La Conja®Mimbrey been winner of numerous piano competitions
Vareta, Sandra Rivera® Omega Dance Co., Tito and that include the Nena Wideman Piano Com-
Anna Rubio, Elena La Comadre® Arte Flamenco, petition, the Grace Welsh Prize, the Kings-
Flamenco Latino, Va Ramos Ensemble, and his ville International Piano Concerto Competi-
own Fiesta Flamenca to name a few. tion, as well as the concerto competitions at
Music Academy of the West and at Juilliard.
Accompaniment includes dancers and singers: addition to the Gina Bachauer International

Elena Andujar, Antonio Vizzaraga, Silverio Here-
dia, Cristo Cortes, Jose Fernandez (Granada), La
China, Olympia Estrella, Jesus de Utrera, Concha
Vargas, Nelida Tirado, Omayra Amaya, La Re-
pompa De Malaga, Luis Montero, Antonio Vargas,
LuisVargas, Paco Ortiz, Domingo Alvarado, Yloy
Ybarra, Gloria de Jerez, and Gisele Revollar to
name a few.

Theatre includes. Two River Theatre Company®
production of Frederico Garcia Lorca®Blood Wed-
ding with Noche Flamenca® Martin Santangelo, Shi-
geko Suga®Production of Satoba Komachi inthe La
Mama Theatre in New Y ork City.



MYSTERY MONDAYS

The Friends of the PPLD will continue its mystery discussions by sponsoring its next
mystery discussion on April 25. All discussionswill be led by Eleanor Charwat,
PPLD Trustee, and Suzanne Christensen, Friends of the PPLD President.. Thereisno
charge, but preregistration is required, by registering on the Cyber Calendar at http://
poklib.org. or asking your local librarian to register you. NORMALLY, WE WILL
HAVE THEM ON THE LAST MONDAY OF EACH MONTH, BUT PLEASE
NOTE THAT THE LAST MONDAY OF MAY ISA HOLIDAY, SO WE WILL
MEET MAY 23 INSTEAD.

In April, May, and June, three more books will be discussed in the theme

“Legal Eagles.” After Scott Turow and John Grisham began selling million dollar
legal bestsellers, many authors followed. We' d like to introduce you to some other
authorswriting legal fiction. The discussions will be offered twice aday at the Ar -
lington Branch Library, 506 Haight Avenue, Poughkeepsie. Register using the Cy-
ber Caendar for either the 11:00 am. to 12:00 p.m. discussion or the 7:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. discussion.

On April 25, we'll discuss A Fine Line by William Tapply. Boston lawyer Brady
Coyne delivers some letters written by his old client Walt Duffy, arenowned photog-
rapher confined to awheelchair. Shortly thereafter, Walt's son is missing, his client
has a suspicious accident, and the bookseller examining the lettersiskilled in an ar-
son fire. Subplots involve Brady’ s new ladylove Edie, and galumphing pooch Henry.
Publisher’s Weekly describes it as “well written, well constructed, and ... afine addi-
tion to the series.”

On May 23, well discuss Move to Strike by Perri O’ Shaughnessy. Nina Reilly, alaw-
yer struggling as a sole practitioner and single mother in Lake Tahoe, Nevada, de-
fends a 16 year old girl accused of murdering her rich uncle with a samurai sword.
Complicating matters is the death of the victim'’s son in a plane crash, and aclaim for
an opa mine. O’ Shaughnessy (actually two sisters) includes colorful supporting char-
acter investigator Paul VVon Wagoner, Nina's secretary Sandy Whitefeather, and her
teenage son Bob. Library Journal described it as “true to form, the pace is fagt, the
character development istight and sharply defined, and the legal issueistimely.”

On June 27, we'll discussthe legal thriller The Judgment by D. W. Buffa. Loathsome
Portland, Oregon judge Calvin Jeffries is murdered in the courthouse parking lot, and
defense attorney Joseph Antonelli reluctantly agrees to take the case when a second
judgeiskilled. Antonelli, frequently atarget of the judge, works with his private in-
vestigator Howard Flynn, a disbarred lawyer and recovering acoholic, to defend the
retarded suspect. Publisher’s Weekly says “well-devel oped characters and the rich
Portland mileau add depth to this excellent thriller.” The Judgment was nominated by
the Mystery Writers of Americafor the Edgar Allen Poe Award in the best novel
category.

Please check our website throughout the year. http://poklibfriends.org You'll find
information on our meetings, how to join, how to volunteer, where to donate books,
and dates and hours for our Annual September Booksale, and our Holiday Salein De-
cember.



Welcome to the new members of the Board

JOHN GLASSE

I®@e lived in Poughkeepsie since 1956, when | joined the faculty of Vassar Col-
lege after graduate studies at Yale. Born in Buffalo, | grew up on the west coast
fromL. A. to Juneau. (When | used to deliver the evening newspaper to the
Juneau Public Library, the first person to grab it was always a grizzled veteran
of the gold rush of 1898, who claimed to have been Long-
fellow®secretary.) My wife, Lou, and | have two sons and almost four grand-
children. In retirement, | serve as atrustee of Scandinavian Seminar, Inc. and
would be pleased to regjoin the board of the Friends of PPLD.

SUSAN E. HACKETT

MARK NELSON

RUTH DETJEN

Susan E. Hackett received a BA from Drew University and a M.Ed from the
University of Maryland. SheisalLibrary Specialist in the Acquisitions Depart-
ment of the Vassar College Library. She and her husband Thomas have a son, a
daughters, and two cats. Susanisa"“English asa Second Language” literacy
volunteer, a member of the Poughkeepsie Women in Black, a grassroots
women® movement publicly demonstrating against violence and for peace and
justice for all people, and attends Christ Episcopal Church. Her interest are
reading, knitting, traveling, and gardening.

Mark Nelson received his B.S. in Computer Science at Polytechnic Uni-
versity, and an M.S. in Information Systems at Marist College. Heisa Sen-
ior Software Engineer at IBM. Mark is married to Julie and has two daugh-
ters, Nicole and Brenna. Hisinterest include being a Private Pilot, directing
the Mid-Hudson Valley IBM Club Chorus, and studying jazz piano with
Sumi Tonooka. He recalls once singing backup for Kenny Rogers.

Ruth Detjen has been aresident of Poughkeepsie for the past thirty years. Born and
raised on Long Island, she graduated from SUNY New Paltz in 1971 with a Bachelor
of Arts degreein English and secondary education. Ruth worked for many years for the
Dutchess County Department of Social Services as a Case Manager. During thistime,
she also wrote poetry and essays and had some published in small magazines. Ten
years ago, Ruth decided to pursue a second Bachelors Degree in Fine Arts at New
Paltz, and is currently working as a mixed media artist. She has exhibited her paintings
widely inlocal venues. Ruth is married to Ted Detjen, and has two grown daughters
and two grandchildren.

FRED SCHAEFFER

DAVID FERENZ

Fred Schaeffer isagraduate of Dutchess Community College, Hartwick College

& Albany Law School. Heisapracticing attorney with officesin Poughkeepsie and
Pleasant Valley. He hastwo children, adaughter, Laurie, and son, Stephen. His hob-
bies are bicycling, photography and reading. Fred is currently Chairman of the Board
of Directors of "Walkway Over The Hudson," a non-profit group, which owns the
Poughkeepsie-Highland Railroad Bridge and is dedicated to making it awalk way and
bike path.

David Ferenz, who residesin Hyde Park, has maintained officesin Pough-
keepsie for the general practice of law since 1969. He has served on the board
of trustees of the Hyde Park Library. His daughter, Courtney, residesin
Washington, DC and is adoctoral candidate in clinical psychology. David's
interests are American history, antique American furniture, Chinese export
porcelain, and golf.



2005 Annual Fund
We need you now!

The Friends of the Poughkeepsie Public Library District invite you to join them in support of your Library District by sending a gift
to the Annual Fund. Your Library District staff does aremarkable job of providing outstanding service on a strict budget.

The Annual Fund provides enhancements such as circulation software, program support for the Children’s Summer Reading Pro-
gram and for adults, furnishings and more. The money donated to the Annual Fund supplements the proceeds from our semiannual
Book Sales.

We also invite you to join the Friends. By joining you further demonstrate your continuing commitment to the quality of life pro-
vided by your Library District. We welcome all who want to help.

Fill out the form below and send it in now. The 2005 Annual Fund ends on March 31. Your gift by that date will ensure that we
can include your name with the many othersin the Annual Report who believe our Library District adds to our quality of life.

Who areyou?

How many out there are reading this column? Stand up and be counted. Thisis an attempt to create an email list of persons who
would like to receive updated information about programs and events that the “Friends of PPLD” generate. Thisinformation al-
ready exist on our web site, www.poklibfriends.org, we would let you know when things change. We would also like to know
what it isthat you would like to see us do. At the present time we have Classics for Kids and Mystery Mondays, which is a book
club of mystery lovers. What are your interests? Y ou don’t have to be amember. It would be niceif you join, but we would be
happy if you come to the events. Send me your email address at solomon@poklibfriends.org.

Why should you join the Friends? Joining the Friends adds your name to the list of people who advocate a continuing commit-
ment to the quality of life provided by our library system. We welcome all who want to help.



